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Today we have a place for everything . . . except a place to put it. Lack of storage space and other an 
for convenient living presents a real problem in many homes. This booklet is intended to help you create 
new convenience and comfort in living. The above plan suggests a few variations on a theme . . . Built-in 
ideas for your home. 

PLAN YOUR BUILT-INS TO FIT... 

• PRESENT NEEDS 

• FUTURE FAMILY GROWTH 

• AVAILABLE SPACE 

• YOUR BUDGET 

Storage is a principal purpose for most built-ins, but built-ins in the form of furniture and "living" walls may serve other 
purposes as well. Plan for each type of built-in as suggested below, bearing in mind that as the family grows its needs and 
storage requirements will grow, too. 

Storage List all household items that need storing, include general sizes and shapes, how they are arranged (side-by- 
side, vertically) and the areas of the house where the stored items are near point of use. Balance this against available space 
in those areas, then combine the elements into the built-ins you need. 

Furniture Often this will serve both as storage and as a useful, permanently-placed furnishing. Combine it with storage 
where you can. Where it will serve only as furniture, as in double-decker or drawer-type bunks, plan for appearance as well 
as use. Be sure the space is adequate for standard requirements (i.e., bunks should accommodate standard mattress sizes) 
It's best to draw a floor plan and map in the built-in to room scale, so you can visualize the space relationships. 



Living walls These are "luxury 7 built-ins. Pick an available wall in a particular activity area. List the units this w; 
should contain, such as TV, Hi-Fi, game storage, etc., the size and shape of each. Be sure to include enough storage space 
relating to the unit. Map out on the wall the positioning of all elements, with an eye to good appearance, ease of access, 
frequency of use, proper eye-level display and lighting. 
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Of all home projects, built-ins are a most satisfying and useful way of expressing one's 
craftsman talents. A well-planned built-in not only solves storage and space problems but 
is a source of visual enjoyment. Here are some basic hints to follow in going ahead with 
your ideas for built-ins: 



CABINET DOORS 

Batten doors, made from solid lumber panel- 
ing, are sturdy and harmonize well with cur- 
rent building trends. Assemble the paneling 
face down, then outline the desired size. 
Fasten the Z-type batten with screws, rather 
than nails or glue. Saw paneling carefully to 
fit the opening. 
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HANGING CABINETS 

In many cases, walls above counter height offer 
best opportunities for cabinet storage. Most 
craftsmen assemble the cabinet first, then 
"hang" it. This often requires extra measuring 
care and patience, since not all walls are per- 
fectly straight. "Square and plumb" is the watch- 
word for good work. 



SHELVES AND DRAWERS 

Solid lumber pays dividends here. Wood edges show constantly 
jmmhdves and drawers, and it's a mark of quality when they are 
^^B. Adjustable shelf hardware makes shelves more adaptable 
trran ever. Take pains to make drawer tolerances close for a 
snug but free-sliding fit. 
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HINGES AND HARDWARE 

Hardware helps set built-in style. Available designs allow for a 
wide choice in modern, traditional or early American. Be sure 
to select for appropriate strength as well as for appearance. 




FASTENINGS 

In most cases personal preference will dictate the type of fastener 
you'll want to use. Casing and finishing nails, screws, bolts and 
glue, even pegs and dowels may be used separately or in combi- 
with standard woodworking joints for strength and eye 
Many woodworking manuals are available as helps. 
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There is storage room everywhere if you let your imaginati 
run. Consider those corners, walls, nooks and crannies that 
are not being used or are an interior decoration problem. 
It's these areas that lend themselves to built-in ideas most 
successfully. 





Some houses are so small that no floor space can be spared 
for built-ins. Here, better use of existing closet space may be 
considered. Perhaps space above the coat rack is being wasted. 
Can the rack be lowered (or raised) and additional storage 
added in the newly created space? Closet built-ins in these 
new-found spaces often are a big help. Orderly storage cabi- 
nets along garage walls can often double or triple holding 
capacity, while at the same time adding value to your home. 
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This is usually "fixed" or "stationary" furniture that ordinarily 
won't be moved about. Careful consideration must be given 
to placing it, but it will pay off in solving many space prob- 
lems. You'll discover, too, that built-in furniture pieces can 
be the most used of any in the home, 
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The "living wall" serves as an activity center as well as a wall. 
Usually it will specialize in a particular activity, such as enter- 
tainment or hobbies. It is an ideal built-in for efficient and 
convenient use of space. 
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Most built-ins serve more than one function. Put one in 
your home and you'll wonder how you ever got along 
without it. 
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Because of it's versatility and good appearance, there's no 
material more suitable for use in built-ins than Western Pine 
Region lumber. 



If you hire a cabinetmaker for your built-in project, he will appreciate working with any of the 
10 fine Western Pine Region woods. They will help him do a good job, because they rate high in 
workability as well as looks and use. Too, all of them finish well, any way you want them finished. 
Choose to do the job yourself and you'll appreciate these "built-in" qualities of Western Pine 
Region woods. 

"Quality-manufactured 1 ' lumber combines the fine natural properties of a wood species with 
manufacturing skills — uniform grading, precise milling and sizing, scientific seasoning . . . Such 
lumber is easier to work, lighter to handle. Its use in built-ins means long life, greater beauty and 
better workmanship. Your lumber dealer will tell you about his quality line in the Western Pine 
Region species . . . quality woods for quality projects of all kinds. 

Quality-manufactured species of the Western Pine region are Ponderosa Pine, Sugar Pine, 
Idaho White Pine, Douglas Fir, Larch, White Fir, Engelmann Spruce, Lodgepole Pine, Incense 
Cedar and Red Cedar. 
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